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OKC REDEMPTION CHURCH

If you would like to save CJAMM postage, you can 

receive the New Gate via email.  Just send an email to 

lrhoads@okumc.org. Thank you!

It is with great joy to announce that we have been richly blessed with a 

long needed driveway on the south side of our building and new walk-

ways on the north side! Thank you, thank you to Kris Barnes, Execu-

tive Director, Manos Juntas Free Clinic. Kris applied for, and was 

awarded, The Butterfield Grant.  This has made the biggest  difference

for the clinic staff and patients and the church staff and our congre-

gants. Thank you, Kris for your thoughtfulness! 

We are still in need of men’s coats, clothing, shoes, underwear and

socks. Our closet offers clothes to the incarcerated, not only those we 

bring to church but also to those who case managers contact us about. 

We also serve people leaving county jail programs as well as the 

marginalized citizens of our area. Thank you all for keeping us supplies 

with such an excellent selection of gently used wearables for those we serve.

We appreciate you and your generosity!

We are all excited about the reception to our refreshed Children’s Church on Sunday mornings. Lori 

VanDyke is leading the children in lessons through story, laughter and love. Our Children’s Church is 

growing with children of all ages while our congregation looks forward to the lesson Lori brings each 

week! 

Are you looking for an awesome opportunity to share God’s love? How about the privilege of being a 

part of one of God’s most precious miracles? I would like to invite you to worship with us! Possibly 

you would consider driving or riding on a van where you find the joy of sharing God’s goodness with 

some incredible men and women. We worship on Thursday evenings at 6:45 PM and on Sunday 

afternoons at 2:00 PM. We would so enjoy meeting you and introducing you to our delightful ministry!

Thank you to our incredible volunteers! You bring your hearts, hands, feet and talents. Thank you, each 

of you, for being such a very special part of God’s Redemption village. Please consider yourselves 

hugged! Thank you to each one of you who supports Redemption ministry in any way. This very special ministry does not happen on its’ 

own! It takes a village, so to speak! THANK YOU for being such a valuable, special resident of God’s village! 

God’s blessings,

Marcia

New driveway New walkway 

Children’s Church 

From the Director: 

Greetings and Salutations! 

We have all survived the holidays and the craziness of winter and we are   

moving forward looking at the upcoming events of the spring.  

We are launching our training on “Reaching Past the Pew” which helps us 

to reach out to those being released from prisons and their families. This will allow 

us to make disciples in our local churches and help those re-entering our community 

to make positive changes. Be looking for information through your district office, as 

I will be coming to each district across this beautiful state. 

New Day Camp is approaching quickly. We are looking for volunteers to 

transport or stay as an adult volunteer for the week of camp. We need clothing to fill 

our clothing closet for summer clothing for our kids (kid size medium through adult extra-large) and 

we are seeking scholarships for children in the amount of $250 which covers the full camp experience 

for a child with an incarcerated parent.  

I am proud to announce that Bixby United Methodist Church has provided ALL art supplies to 

the children coming to camp. Edmond United Methodist Women have provided the daily gifts (Agape 

gifts) to the campers at New Day Camp One. Many churches as well as individuals are sending    

scholarships to children to attend camp. We are still needing approximately 150 scholarships for     

children to attend camp. Each donor will receive a picture as well as a thank you card from campers at 

New Day.  

Last year I received the pleasure of spending time with a little girl named Dae. Dae was     

energetic, full of life and a bit on the ornery side. She had no filter and was very direct with everyone 

she met. As we entered the communion line together, she received communion then stood beside me. I 

closed my eyes and said a prayer after receiving but when I opened my eyes Dae was gone. I looked 

over in the next line and she was taking communion again. As she took her second communion, she 

looked at me and said “Are you going to stop me?” I replied, “No, you need all the Jesus you can get.” 

A big smile came across her face as she received communion a second time. What a great example of 

how freely Jesus has given for each of us.  

Please help me send 155 children to receive a New Day, so they can get all the love and     

support they can. Children like Dae know about Jesus and who he is through New Day Camp.  

Blessings,  

Kristen Harlin 
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TULSA REDEMPTION CHURCH 
Hi Guys! 

I hope this day finds all is well in the life of God’s people. It has 

been a true blessing in my life to watch God at work.  The honor 

of performing baptisms and watching our volunteers interact 

with our residents and clients and how that affects their lives has 

been truly amazing.   

I would like to introduce our new staff, Maggi Forthman,     

serving as Case Manager and Jerry Stepusin,         

Facilities Manager both 

serving at Exodus House 

and Daniel  McKinney,  

Facilities Manager at the 

Parsonage House. Carletta 

Denison is our Administra-

tive Assistant at St. Luke’s    

Redemption Church. Ginger 

Joiner has come aboard as 

our     counselor and has hit 

the ground running. 

I believe that each one of these individuals 

is in a position to serve God and will truly 

bless our ministry in the future.  It is an 

honor to have them as a part of our staff.  

We have a staff in place that can minister to 

the needs of all our residents, clients and 

volunteers.   

As we continue to serve and minister     

together let us always remember the    

greatest assets are the people we serve. To 

see them let go of the pains of their past 

and walk towards the light of Christ would 

be impossible if it weren’t for the many volunteers that choose 

to be the hands and feet of Jesus. 

As a staff we look forward to 

meeting each and every one 

of our volunteers and     

apartment sponsors.  We 

could not do what we do 

without you. 

Yours for a Better Ministry, 

Steve Bear 

TULSA EXODUS HOUSE & PARSONAGE HOUSE 

LAWTON REDEMPTION CHURCH 

A wonderful young man from Lawton First UMC needed a project to go for   

Eagle Scout. Aldersgate Redemption needed work done! This is the end of Day 2 

and it is looking great. Tons of new storage. Day 3 will include finishing trim and 

new flooring! Way to go Edan McLean and all the folks who turned out to help!  

Successful Transitioning 

The residents in our transitional living program, Exodus House and Parsonage House are a vital part of Redemption Church.  It is 

like watching flowers open up in full blooms as they begin discovering their spiritual gifts and talents.  We have prayer leaders, 

scripture readers, carriers of the Light of Christ, offering bearers and Christian role models for us all.  This is just our worship team. 

When classes start, Shannon Prater and  Amber Smith go to CIMC Life Skills class as assistants.  Jerry Stepusin welcomes our   

clients in Orientation.  Susan Wood and Christa Guthrie take care of the Clothing Closet and substitute where needed.  Daniel 

McKinney takes care of kitchen needs and guides our clients to their classes.  Newer residents attend classes as needed and are role 

models. They soon are asking to serve where their talents fit.  Many continue to serve after graduation and are the future of this  

ministry.  We are blessed at Redemption Church by Exodus House and Parsonage House men and women.  It is inspiring to see 

these men and women transitioning into positions of leadership and Christian discipleship in the community. 

To see these men and women in action, come visit St. Luke’s Redemption Church any Thursday or Sunday evening for worship.   

Or we would love to visit your church or class and bring you up to date on Tulsa CJAMM.   

St. Luke’s Redemption (918) 585 9637 

Dolores Ritter,(918) 492 6978 

Education Coordinator 

Ginger Joiner 

Counselor 

Jerry Stepusin 

Exodus House 

Facilities Manager 

Daniel McKinney 

Parsonage House 

Facilities Manager 

Carletta Denison & Maggi Forthman 

St. Luke’s  UMC  Exodus House 

  Admin Asst       Case Manager 

Edan McLean, Future Eagle Scout 

WINTER 2018 

OKC EXODUS HOUSE

CJAMM VOLUNTEER LUNCHEON

We first want to say congratulations to our latest graduates and their  

sponsors:  Benny Holguin in New Covenant Apt, Susan Hurst in Church of

the Servant Apt and Tracy Farrell in Choctaw UMC Apt. We have two 

more graduating this month and are proud to say we had 17 graduates, 16 

driver’s license reinstated, 12 children on weekend visits with 3 living here 

full time. Thank you to their Apartment Sponsors: Yukon UMM/UMC and 

St. Andrews for providing their school uniforms, supplies and to Wesley

UMC for tutoring them in Whiz Kids on Mondays. We are also grateful to 

New Hope UMC, First Church Moore, First Church Edmond, Seminole 

UMC and to Wesley UMC for hosting our Thanksgiving and Christmas

Dinners and for their Christmas Decoration Giveaway and Laundry/

Cleaning Baskets and to Church of the Servant for Christmas gifts for our

residents and children. Also, to Linda Hill and Choctaw UMC for their 

Christmas Food Baskets.  Special Thanks to Martha Steeger, Marilyn  

Stewart, Dale and June Krumme, Robyn Goggs, Suzy Wilcox, Adam

Shanan, Andre Contino, Kathy & Mark Sewell, Laura Belden, Vickie  Taylor, Dee Dee Chumley, Russell Kline, Gwen Christie, 

Paul Maxwell, Laura Glover, Micki Miller, Jim & Linda Hill, Nancy Paulger, Dennis Murray, Rodney Indermill, Marla Lobo and 

Sara Schieman. You work so tirelessly to be here in the community meeting 

and giving that special care to each resident as they arrive and to your     

congregations for their donations, their financial support and for your love 

and commitment to our ministry. We would not be able to have the success 

we do and the beautiful facility we have without your love, kindness and 

support.  

We invite you to come take a tour of our facility, bring a work group or  

invite us to do a Speak Out!! We would love to tell you more about us and 

how you can be a part of our ministry!! God Bless You!! 

-----Director Robin Wertz, C.M., CPRSS  --------------------(405) 525-2300  

-----Tony Altizer, Facility Manager (Donations) ----------- (405) 417-1189 

Rev. Lory Fahle presents Barbara
Laughy (left) volunteer of the year 

award Dr. Susan Sharp 

CJAMM held its 16th Annual Volunteer Luncheon on Saturday, February 10, 2018 at First UMC in OKC.  Despite the frigid 

temps and threat of icy weather, we were blessed with  nearly 70 in attendance.  The guest  speaker was Dr. Susan Sharp,  Retired 

OU Professor of  Sociology.  She gave a wonderful insight on the incarceration problem in Oklahoma.  Barbara Laughy, long-time 

volunteer at  Lawton Aldersgate Redemption UMC was honored as volunteer of the year.  Every year it is difficult to chose just one 

person in the CJAMM family to get this award. We are blessed with so many wonderful  people.  Thanks to all for a successful event. 

Graduates Benny Holguin, Tracy Farrell 

and Susan Hurst

Choctaw UMC Food Baskets



WINTER 2018 

TULSA REDEMPTION CHURCH
Hi Guys! 

I hope this day finds all is well in the life of God’s people. It has 

been a true blessing in my life to watch God at work.  The honor 

of performing baptisms and watching our volunteers interact 

with our residents and clients and how that affects their lives has 

been truly amazing.  

I would like to introduce our new staff, Maggi Forthman,     

serving as Case Manager and Jerry Stepusin,         

Facilities Manager both 

serving at Exodus House 

and Daniel  McKinney,  

Facilities Manager at the 

Parsonage House. Carletta 

Denison is our Administra-

tive Assistant at St. Luke’s    

Redemption Church. Ginger

Joiner has come aboard as 

our     counselor and has hit

the ground running.

I believe that each one of these individuals 

is in a position to serve God and will truly 

bless our ministry in the future.  It is an 

honor to have them as a part of our staff.  

We have a staff in place that can minister to 

the needs of all our residents, clients and 

volunteers.   

As we continue to serve and minister

together let us always remember the    

greatest assets are the people we serve. To 

see them let go of the pains of their past

and walk towards the light of Christ would 

be impossible if it weren’t for the many volunteers that choose 

to be the hands and feet of Jesus.

As a staff we look forward to 

meeting each and every one

of our volunteers and     

apartment sponsors.  We 

could not do what we do 

without you.

Yours for a Better Ministry,

Steve Bear 

TULSA EXODUS HOUSE & PARSONAGE HOUSE

LAWTON REDEMPTION CHURCH

A wonderful young man from Lawton First UMC needed a project to go for

Eagle Scout. Aldersgate Redemption needed work done! This is the end of Day 2 

and it is looking great. Tons of new storage. Day 3 will include finishing trim and 

new flooring! Way to go Edan McLean and all the folks who turned out to help! 

Successful Transitioning 

The residents in our transitional living program, Exodus House and Parsonage House are a vital part of Redemption Church.  It is 

like watching flowers open up in full blooms as they begin discovering their spiritual gifts and talents.  We have prayer leaders, 

scripture readers, carriers of the Light of Christ, offering bearers and Christian role models for us all.  This is just our worship team. 

When classes start, Shannon Prater and  Amber Smith go to CIMC Life Skills class as assistants.  Jerry Stepusin welcomes our 

clients in Orientation.  Susan Wood and Christa Guthrie take care of the Clothing Closet and substitute where needed.  Daniel 

McKinney takes care of kitchen needs and guides our clients to their classes.  Newer residents attend classes as needed and are role 

models. They soon are asking to serve where their talents fit.  Many continue to serve after graduation and are the future of this  

ministry.  We are blessed at Redemption Church by Exodus House and Parsonage House men and women.  It is inspiring to see 

these men and women transitioning into positions of leadership and Christian discipleship in the community.

To see these men and women in action, come visit St. Luke’s Redemption Church any Thursday or Sunday evening for worship.   

Or we would love to visit your church or class and bring you up to date on Tulsa CJAMM.   

St. Luke’s Redemption (918) 585 9637 

Dolores Ritter,(918) 492 6978

Education Coordinator

Ginger Joiner

Counselor 

Jerry Stepusin 

Exodus House

Facilities Manager

Daniel McKinney 

Parsonage House 

Facilities Manager

Carletta Denison & Maggi Forthman

St. Luke’s UMC Exodus House 

Admin Asst Case Manager 

Edan McLean, Future Eagle Scout

WINTER 2018 

OKC EXODUS HOUSE 

CJAMM VOLUNTEER LUNCHEON 

We first want to say congratulations to our latest graduates and their    

sponsors:  Benny Holguin in New Covenant Apt, Susan Hurst in Church of 

the Servant Apt and Tracy Farrell in Choctaw UMC Apt. We have two 

more graduating this month and are proud to say we had 17 graduates, 16 

driver’s license reinstated, 12 children on weekend visits with 3 living here 

full time. Thank you to their Apartment Sponsors: Yukon UMM/UMC and 

St. Andrews for providing their school uniforms, supplies and to Wesley 

UMC for tutoring them in Whiz Kids on Mondays. We are also grateful to 

New Hope UMC, First Church Moore, First Church Edmond, Seminole 

UMC and to Wesley UMC for hosting our Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Dinners and for their Christmas Decoration Giveaway and Laundry/

Cleaning Baskets and to Church of the Servant for Christmas gifts for our 

residents and children. Also, to Linda Hill and Choctaw UMC for their 

Christmas Food Baskets.  Special Thanks to Martha Steeger, Marilyn  

Stewart, Dale and June Krumme, Robyn Goggs, Suzy Wilcox, Adam 

Shanan, Andre Contino, Kathy & Mark Sewell, Laura Belden, Vickie  Taylor, Dee Dee Chumley, Russell Kline, Gwen Christie, 

Paul Maxwell, Laura Glover, Micki Miller, Jim & Linda Hill, Nancy Paulger, Dennis Murray, Rodney Indermill, Marla Lobo and 

Sara Schieman. You work so tirelessly to be here in the community meeting 

and giving that special care to each resident as they arrive and to your     

congregations for their donations, their financial support and for your love 

and commitment to our ministry. We would not be able to have the success 

we do and the beautiful facility we have without your love, kindness and 

support.  

We invite you to come take a tour of our facility, bring a work group or  

invite us to do a Speak Out!! We would love to tell you more about us and 

how you can be a part of our ministry!! God Bless You!! 

-----Director Robin Wertz, C.M., CPRSS  --------------------(405) 525-2300 

-----Tony Altizer, Facility Manager (Donations) ----------- (405) 417-1189 

Rev. Lory Fahle  presents Barbara 
Laughy (left) volunteer of the year 

award Dr. Susan Sharp 

     CJAMM held its 16th Annual Volunteer Luncheon on Saturday, February 10, 2018 at First UMC in OKC.  Despite the frigid 

temps and threat of icy weather, we were blessed with  nearly 70 in attendance.  The guest  speaker was Dr. Susan Sharp,  Retired 

OU Professor of  Sociology.  She gave a wonderful insight on the incarceration problem in Oklahoma.  Barbara Laughy, long-time 

volunteer at  Lawton Aldersgate Redemption UMC was honored as volunteer of the year.  Every year it is difficult to chose just one 

person in the CJAMM family to get this award. We are blessed with so many wonderful  people.  Thanks to all for a successful event. 

Graduates Benny Holguin, Tracy Farrell 

and Susan Hurst 

Choctaw UMC Food Baskets 



 

 WINTER 2018 

NON-PROFIT ORG.   

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 

PERMIT NO. 1045 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 1501 NW 24th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73106 

Kristen Harlin, Executive Director, 405/530-2015 

Email: kharlin@okumc.org 

Lesa Rhoads, Assistant Director, 405/530-2014  

Email: lrhoads@okumc.org 

Fax—405/530-2049 

         www.cjamm.org  

(check out our new website) 

Make an online tax-deductible donation! 

OKC REDEMPTION CHURCH 

If you would like to save CJAMM postage, you can 

receive the New Gate via email.  Just send an email to 

lrhoads@okumc.org.  Thank you! 

It is with great joy to announce that we have been richly blessed with a 

long needed driveway on the south side of our building and new walk-

ways on the north side!  Thank you, thank you to Kris Barnes, Execu-

tive Director, Manos Juntas Free Clinic.  Kris applied for, and was 

awarded, The Butterfield Grant.  This has made the biggest   difference 

for the clinic staff and patients and the church staff and our congre-

gants.  Thank you, Kris for your thoughtfulness! 

We are still in need of men’s coats, clothing, shoes, underwear and 

socks.  Our closet offers clothes to the incarcerated, not only those we 

bring to church but also to those who case managers contact us about. 

We also serve people leaving county jail programs as well as the     

marginalized citizens of our area. Thank you all for keeping us supplies 

with such an excellent selection of gently used wearables for those we serve. 

  We appreciate you and your generosity!   

We are all excited about the reception to our refreshed Children’s Church on Sunday mornings.  Lori 

VanDyke is leading the children in lessons through story, laughter and love.  Our Children’s Church is 

growing with children of all ages while our congregation looks forward to the lesson Lori brings each 

week! 

Are you looking for an awesome opportunity to share God’s love?  How about the privilege of being a 

part of one of God’s most precious miracles?  I would like to invite you to worship with us!  Possibly 

you would consider driving or riding on a van where you find the joy of sharing God’s goodness with 

some incredible men and women.  We worship on Thursday evenings at 6:45 PM and on Sunday     

afternoons at 2:00 PM.  We would so enjoy meeting you and  introducing you to our delightful ministry! 

Thank you to our incredible volunteers!  You bring your hearts, hands, feet and talents. Thank you, each 

of you, for being such a very special part of God’s Redemption village.  Please consider yourselves 

hugged!  Thank you to each one of you who supports Redemption ministry in any way.  This very special ministry does not happen on its’ 

own!  It takes a village, so to speak!  THANK YOU for being such a valuable, special resident of God’s village!  

God’s blessings, 

Marcia 

New driveway New walkway 

Children’s 

Church 

From the Director:

Greetings and Salutations!

We have all survived the holidays and the craziness of winter and we are   

moving forward looking at the upcoming events of the spring.  

We are launching our training on “Reaching Past the Pew” which helps us 

to reach out to those being released from prisons and their families. This will allow 

us to make disciples in our local churches and help those re-entering our community 

to make positive changes. Be looking for information through your district office, as

I will be coming to each district across this beautiful state. 

New Day Camp is approaching quickly. We are looking for volunteers to 

transport or stay as an adult volunteer for the week of camp. We need clothing to fill

our clothing closet for summer clothing for our kids (kid size medium through adult extra-large) and 

we are seeking scholarships for children in the amount of $250 which covers the full camp experience 

for a child with an incarcerated parent. 

I am proud to announce that Bixby United Methodist Church has provided ALL art supplies to 

the children coming to camp. Edmond United Methodist Women have provided the daily gifts (Agape 

gifts) to the campers at New Day Camp One. Many churches as well as individuals are sending    

scholarships to children to attend camp. We are still needing approximately 150 scholarships for

children to attend camp. Each donor will receive a picture as well as a thank you card from campers at

New Day. 

Last year I received the pleasure of spending time with a little girl named Dae. Dae was     

energetic, full of life and a bit on the ornery side. She had no filter and was very direct with everyone 

she met. As we entered the communion line together, she received communion then stood beside me. I 

closed my eyes and said a prayer after receiving but when I opened my eyes Dae was gone. I looked 

over in the next line and she was taking communion again. As she took her second communion, she 

looked at me and said “Are you going to stop me?” I replied, “No, you need all the Jesus you can get.” 

A big smile came across her face as she received communion a second time. What a great example of 

how freely Jesus has given for each of us.  

Please help me send 155 children to receive a New Day, so they can get all the love and     

support they can. Children like Dae know about Jesus and who he is through New Day Camp.  

Blessings, 

Kristen Harlin  

THE NEW GATE 

Inside this issue:

Director’s column 1 

Tulsa Redemption Church 2 

Tulsa Exodus  House & 

Parsonage House 
2 

Lawton Redemption 

Church 
2 

OKC Exodus House 3 

CJAMM Volunteer 

Luncheon 
3 

OKC Redemption Church 4 

Upcoming Events 2018 

CJAMM Finance Committee  

UM Ministry Center 

March 7 9 am—10 am

CJAMM Board Meeting 

UM Ministry Center 

March 7 10 am—Noon 

Tulsa Area Benefit Dinner 

Boston Ave UMC, Tulsa

Mar 10 6 pm—8 pm

New Day Camp I 

Camp Cross Point 

June 10-15, 2018 

New Day Camp Too 

Camp Cross Point 

July 15-20, 2018 

OKC Area Benefit Dinner 

OCU, The Grand Hall, OKC 

Sept 11 6 pm—8 –pm 

Contact Info 4 


