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TULSA EXODUS HOUSE 

If you would like to save CJAMM postage, you can 

receive the New Gate via email.  Just send an email to 

lrhoads@okumc.org.  Thank you! 

We are thrilled to thank everyone who once again made our Reunion an      

unambiguous success. We owe a special debt of gratitude to Brad Beasley 

who prepared our barbequed pork. It was delicious! Of course it takes all of 

our wonderful volunteers to pull our yearly shindig together. This year we 

served over 140 people. We were overjoyed to have so many people join in 

the celebration! 
 

Graduation is always a big deal here at Exodus House Tulsa. This quarter we 

are proud to congratulate Laietis DeFreitas and her sponsor, Boston Avenue’s 

Maranatha Class. Congratulations are also in order for graduate Stephanie 

Silva and her sponsor Tulsa’s First United Methodist Church. We are          

especially proud of Stephanie for having regained custody of her two children. 
 

The beautiful colors of Fall are a reminder that the holidays are close at hand. 

Christmas has been a time when all the successes and setbacks, joys and sorrows come together in a beautiful   

crescendo. Here at Exodus House, we’ve witnessed so many Christmas miracles: graduations, families’ reuniting, 

first job ever, first apartment and first legal car. These are just a few of the marvels that happen at Exodus House. 
 

One young man in particular wanted to be a truck driver. He announced at Community Meeting that by the first of 

the year, he would be a truck driver. He was determined! He studied and studied and finally went to take the test. 

He failed, he took it again and again, over and over and he failed. By the end of October things were looking grim, but he never gave up. At 

each Community meeting he said the same thing, “I’m going to be a truck driver by the first of the year.” In November he passed his written 

test! Now came the driving test. He was shaking and all of Exodus House was praying as he left to take the test. He failed and failed again. Mid- 

December was his last chance to pass the test and become a truck driver by the first of the year. He left to once again take the test, his head was 

down and his shoulders slumped. We didn’t speak to him, there were no words. Three hours later there was a knock on my door. There he stood,            

expressionless. He didn’t say a word as he handed me his driver’s license, his yellow driver’s license. He had gotten his CDL! When I looked 

up at him, I saw a tear on his cheek, and all he said was, “I’m a truck driver!” This was truly a Christmas miracle! 
 

We are grateful to all the volunteers, donors and staff who make the Exodus House/Parsonage House Program possible, without them we would 

not exist. Year after year they bless us with their time, money, sweat and love!  We would love to show you Tulsa’s Exodus House/Parsonage 

House! For a tour or a visit, please call Darlene at 918-231-4013.  ---Darlene & Virginia 

Exodus House guests enjoying 
"Labor Day Reunion"   

Exodus House graduate Laietis 
DeFreitas (LeeLee) celebrates 
her graduation at St. Luke’s 
Redemption Church.  
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          Fall leaves, football, sweaters, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the end of the year, we 

all have our favorite things about this time of year.  Mine could possibly be how we all pull      

together to make the holidays amazing for those around us. As my schedule begins to fill with   

important meetings, it brings a smile to my face to see all the holiday events scheduled at our  

Exodus Houses, Redemption Churches, volunteer sponsored events inside the prisons as well as 

watching the Angel’s come in for the Angel Tree. 

 

  As we move from fall to winter and the holidays begin, please remember us at CJAMM. 

We have several winterization tasks at hand as well as gatherings to make this season bright and 

warm for those we serve. 

 

 In Matthew 25:36-40 the bible reminds us to not forget the people in prison and whatever 

we do for the least of these people we do unto Jesus himself. As you set aside your holiday time 

and budget, please help us to keep the Christ spirit alive with those we serve as well as their   

families.  Inside prison alone we have around 30,000 people (this is approximately the size of 

Owasso or Shawnee). This calculation does not reflect the families of people affected by           

incarceration. 

 

I personally have sponsored an Angel from Angel Tree the past five years. Last year our 

family sponsored a little boy. As we went to Target to find the perfect gifts as a family, I could see 

the wheels turning in my daughter and son's minds to find not only the perfect gifts, but the  

warmest coat, hat and gloves too. We always set a budget for our Angel, but Samantha who (13 at 

the time), thought the coat should not count toward that budget. As Samantha explained to us that 

day while we were shopping, “no one deserves to be cold.” This statement rings true today, as I 

am consulting staff and getting our programs ready for winter it is clear that warm things still cost 

money. Help us to not only keep our programs warm literally, but help us to show our participants 

the warmth of Christ as well. 

 

As you read through the newsletter, I have asked our staff to share their favorite holiday 

stories with you about our ministry. We are nearing the end of the year, but also want to offer  

holiday cheer to those we serve. Please help us keep the warmth of Christ in our holidays this year 

through acts of service or donations. 

 

   Blessings, 

   Kristen Harlin  

 

Calendar for 2016 

 

CJAMM Board Meeting 

Nov 16—10 am—1pm 

UM Ministry Center, OKC 

 

CJAMM Staff  

Christmas Celebration 

Dec 5, 6 pm—8 pm 

First UMC, OKC 

 

Looking ahead to 2017 

 

CJAMM Board Meeting 

January 18, 10 am—1pm 

UM Ministry Center, OKC 

 

Volunteer Appreciation 

Lunch 

February 11, 11 am—1 pm 

First UMC, OKC 

 

Tulsa Area Benefit Dinner 

March 21, 6pm 

Boston Avenue UMC, Tulsa 

 

Collegiate Lock In 

April 29, TBA 

Wesley UMC, OKC 



 

TULSA REDEMPTION CHURCH 

Volume 17, Issue 1  

Just when we think our programs may have to be cut back because some volunteers are moving on, new volunteers appear!  God        

provides for his Kingdom. 

 

We have two new Bible Study teachers, Frank Teseder, a retired David L. Moss chaplain, and Brandyn Pierce.  Brandyn is an Exodus 

House resident who was an assistant to the Chaplain at Jess Dunn Correctional Center.  Harold Campbell is a DOC volunteer at Jess 

Dunn CC and knew Brandyn there.  Because of that connection, he is now a Redemption volunteer.  God is at work. 

 

Pat and David Drake showed up on our doorstep wanting to help.  David had worked in prison ministry for years in Virginia. They 

moved to Oklahoma, heard about CJAMM and wanted to volunteer.  Pat, a retired IT specialist, now teaches in our PowerUp Computer 

class.  David works with Chuck Brashers as co-leaders of the Men’s Celebrate Recovery on Sundays.  Both Pat and David will also help 

with transportation. 

 

Jon Stith and Jeannie McDaniel attended the recent DOC training for TFAC.  They will be teaching that class.  Jon is also a CDL driver 

on Thursdays.  Another new PowerUp volunteer is Michael Tarman.  He came to us through RSVP just when we needed him.  Jeannine     

Bezotte is one of several people renewing their DOC badges.  Jeannine will be a new Hospitality Coordinator who contacts and assists 

the churches serving our Sunday dinners. We are looking forward to working our new Exodus House residents, 

James Deal and Terri Thomas and Parsonage Resident, Michael Henley into our Redemption programs as well. 

 

In the next few weeks we will be inviting our congregation to complete forms requesting Christmas gifts for their 

children or grandchildren.  These names will go to the church groups that fulfill their requests.  Exodus House 

and Parsonage residents will help with mailing and/or delivery of packages. 

 

Our CJAMM volunteers’ “Gifts” are used in service to God so that Jesus Christ is known and glorified. We are 

all part of that mission. 
 

NEW DAY CAMP I AND TOO   —-  Camp Cross Point Kingston, OK 

The dates have been announced for New Day Camp I and Too 2017. Camp I for children ages 8-11 years of age will be held June 11-16, 

2017 and Camp Too for youth ages 12-14 will be held July 16-21, 2017.  At this time, most of the expenses have been paid for New Day 

Camp 2016.  When all is said and done, the two “free” camps cost CJAMM over $90,000.  CJAMM does not receive any apportionments 

for New Day Camp.  The camp is totally funded from donations from individuals, UMM and UMW groups, Sunday School classes, 

churches and grants.  That being said, unfortunately, donations are down from last year.  We don’t want to cut any part of this wonderful 

program or bless less children next year so we asking if you have not sent in your donation to New Day Camp this year, please do so now 

before the end of the year and if you have already, we thank you!  Perhaps God will lay it on your heart to send a little more.   
 

CJAMM is greatly involved with Angel Tree, the Christmas program through Prison Fellowship.  Last Christmas, we had a lot of children 

who had not yet been sponsored for Angel Tree and Christmas was drawing near. I put out a plea to the Oklahoma United Methodist 

Churches and was flooded with gift cards.  What a blessing that was to me and the children we were serving.  No child went without 

Christmas!  I saw firsthand the generosity of those who make up the United Methodist Church.   
 

Donations for New Day Camp can be made payable to New Day Camp, 1501 NW 24th Street, OKC 73106 or made online at 

www.cjamm.org, following the donation links.  Thank you for your generosity and love for the children.  —Lesa Rhoads 

 

Volume 17, Issue 1 

OKC REDEMPTION CHURCH incredibly huge!  Thank you Anto, of All 

Nations Nazarene Church, for recommend-

ing us! 

     A great big hug is sent to Lori Van Dyke, 

Regional Manager of Desert Crest LLC, for 

the amazing donation of all the fixings from 

Taco Bueno.  We are still overwhelmed 

with the generosity of Desert Crest.  Oh 

how our congregants delight in Mexican 

food!  Thank you!  

     We are delighted to have Evelyn Dugger 

driving the bus to pick up the ladies at Kate 

Barnard CCC.  Evelyn was a resident of 

Kate Barnard at one time and has had her 

CDL since she was 18 years old.  Her    

willing heart and joy-filled ministry with the 

ladies speaks hope to those we serve.  

Thank you Evelyn! 

     We received a beautiful brand new    

refrigerator!  We had a very old frig go out 

a couple of months ago. With the new influx 

of food we are receiving, a replacement was 

critical.  Words cannot express the depth of 

thankfulness and appreciation to the      

awesome couple for their kindness and   

generosity!   

     The holidays are rapidly approaching!  It 

is time to start thinking about Thanksgiving 

meals and family times of sharing, Advent, 

decorating and most certainly the special 

worship times we will share.  For the last 9 

years we have invited members of the choir, 

UMMen and UMW ~ all of whom are  

incarcerated ~ to invite their families to 

bring a dish and meet at Redemption 

Church on Thanksgiving Day.  Due to the 

importance of our volunteers spending 

time with their families, we do not have 

worship on this day.  There are a few of 

our volunteers and church members though 

who either have no family, or whose   

families are far away.  Being such a small 

part of bringing the incarcerated and their 

families together to share a meal, create a 

new memory and see God’s mighty Hand 

of restoration at work is amazing!  Thank 

you Lord for this peek into Your mighty 

ways!  Our Christmas Eve Candlelight 

service shared with those we serve is    

another of my most cherished memories.  

So many of those incarcerated have no 

experience with church worship services.  

Watching the faces of our congregants as 

the first candle is lit and then this beautiful 

light is passed one to another is just      

incredible!  All through this quiet time, we 

are softly singing a love song to the new 

born babe, swaddled in cloth, lying on the 

manger.  Wow!  Special!  Thank you God! 

WE are thankful for each one of you, 

God’s precious saints, who volunteer your 

time, gifts, hearts, hands, feet and love to 

this awesome ministry.  Thank you! 

God’s blessings,  Marcia 

New Pastor Brad Rogers and his family. 

     There are many joys and blessings to share!  It 

is with great delight that we welcome and rejoice 

Lonnie Jo Lino as our newest DOC trained       

volunteer!  Lonnie facilitates the Orientation class 

for those new to Redemption and has recently 

started riding the bus to pick up the ladies at Kate 

Barnard CCC.  We are proud of Lonnie, her     

accomplishments since her discharge and her  

faithful commitment to Redemption! 

     Virgil Brian, our Music Director, is thankfully 

doing better and back with us for worship.  Thank 

you all so much for your prayers!  Our thanks, 

appreciation and love to Tom Nix for filling in for 

Virgil while he was ill.  Your love of God and  

Redemption Church warms our hearts.  Thank you 

so much! 

     We are newly blessed to be a part of The     

Harvest Program. This is a program that connects 

local food service donors with ministries feeding 

those in need.  When they had all had enough to 

eat, Jesus said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces 

that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." John 

6:12 (NIV) is The Harvest Program vision.  Since 

we feed between 150 and 200 people each Sunday, 

as well as feeding snacks to our congregants on 

Thursday evening, Saturday morning to the      

patients of the Manos Juntas Medical Clinic, and 

finally feeding about 20 or so on Saturday        

afternoons and evenings from the UMMen and 

UMW, being accepted into this program is       

OKC EXODUS HOUSE 
     It is such a wonderful time of year for us here at Exodus House OKC. Not only have we shared in 11 graduations this year, with 

our most recent being Charlotte Eisenhour and Byron Ransome this past week but we are looking forward to more next month. It 

was such a joy to watch as Byrone’s two children came and shared in the moment with him and his apartment sponsors from    

Choctaw UMC, Jim & Linda Hill. To see Byrone come full circle from arriving here and only wanting to reconnect with his kids 

to listening to their inspiring words to him on his success and their love for him and all he has accomplished. Those moments are 

worth all the tears myself and our group shed as we listened to their words.  They are why I so love what our ministry stands for 

and embodies. 

     As we begin this fall season where many of our residents  are having their first Thanksgiving and Christmas with us instead of 

family, I can’t help but be reminded of so many holidays shared here with them and their children. The outpouring of love from so 

many from our apartment sponsors, New Covenant UMC, New Hope UMC, Seminole UMC, Yukon UMM and UMC, Connect UMC, First UMC 

of Edmond, St. Andrew’s UMC, Church of the Servant and Christmas Grace through Church of the Servant for the gifts for our residents and  

children, and the food baskets for Thanksgiving from Choctaw UMC. We are grateful to Wesley UMC for their fellowship Hall for our Christmas 

Party and their giving to the children and to Sherry Miller for hosting our White Elephant Party every year. I also want to thank everyone for their 

donations to CJAMM Ministry to make this program possible. We could not survive without your financial support, your prayers and your love for 

our ministry. 

     I have had the privilege of experiencing many holidays here and recall a special Christmas when we had 10 children living here and 11 adults. 

Jacki & Jeff Keyser brought a Christ cake and glow in the dark stars and explained to all the children what the true meaning of Christmas was and 

went on to give each child a star and told them how they each represent Christ’s light and as we watched them all glowing in a dark room she      

expressed to them that we are to be the light of Christ to others and our world and to go out and be that light!! To watch the children as they sat 

there quietly listening to the story of Christ to when they were handed their stars and their faces lighting up as they shone in the dark and as they 

began to understand they played a part in the story and carried their own light, I was reminded of just why we celebrate Christmas and how we are 

ALL called to “Be the Light” of Christ in this world. 

     As we go through the Holidays and are surrounded by our families and friends, I encourage everyone to remember the true meaning of  

Christmas and to remember those who are struggling and alone.  To be a blessing to others in their words, deeds and thoughts. To pray for all   

mankind and every nation that we might all begin to be an example of Christ and to let our light shine so that all can see Christ in us. May God’s  

Blessing  be upon you and our ministry thorough out this season.   

—Robin Wertz, Case Manager (405) 525-2300, Tony Altizer, Facility Manager (Donations) , (405) 417-1189 
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first job ever, first apartment and first legal car. These are just a few of the marvels that happen at Exodus House. 
 

One young man in particular wanted to be a truck driver. He announced at Community Meeting that by the first of 

the year, he would be a truck driver. He was determined! He studied and studied and finally went to take the test. 

He failed, he took it again and again, over and over and he failed. By the end of October things were looking grim, but he never gave up. At 

each Community meeting he said the same thing, “I’m going to be a truck driver by the first of the year.” In November he passed his written 

test! Now came the driving test. He was shaking and all of Exodus House was praying as he left to take the test. He failed and failed again. Mid- 

December was his last chance to pass the test and become a truck driver by the first of the year. He left to once again take the test, his head was 

down and his shoulders slumped. We didn’t speak to him, there were no words. Three hours later there was a knock on my door. There he stood,            

expressionless. He didn’t say a word as he handed me his driver’s license, his yellow driver’s license. He had gotten his CDL! When I looked 

up at him, I saw a tear on his cheek, and all he said was, “I’m a truck driver!” This was truly a Christmas miracle! 
 

We are grateful to all the volunteers, donors and staff who make the Exodus House/Parsonage House Program possible, without them we would 

not exist. Year after year they bless us with their time, money, sweat and love!  We would love to show you Tulsa’s Exodus House/Parsonage 

House! For a tour or a visit, please call Darlene at 918-231-4013.  ---Darlene & Virginia 

Exodus House guests enjoying 
"Labor Day Reunion"   

Exodus House graduate Laietis 
DeFreitas (LeeLee) celebrates 
her graduation at St. Luke’s 
Redemption Church.  
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          Fall leaves, football, sweaters, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the end of the year, we 

all have our favorite things about this time of year.  Mine could possibly be how we all pull      

together to make the holidays amazing for those around us. As my schedule begins to fill with   

important meetings, it brings a smile to my face to see all the holiday events scheduled at our  

Exodus Houses, Redemption Churches, volunteer sponsored events inside the prisons as well as 

watching the Angel’s come in for the Angel Tree. 

 

  As we move from fall to winter and the holidays begin, please remember us at CJAMM. 

We have several winterization tasks at hand as well as gatherings to make this season bright and 

warm for those we serve. 

 

 In Matthew 25:36-40 the bible reminds us to not forget the people in prison and whatever 

we do for the least of these people we do unto Jesus himself. As you set aside your holiday time 

and budget, please help us to keep the Christ spirit alive with those we serve as well as their   

families.  Inside prison alone we have around 30,000 people (this is approximately the size of 

Owasso or Shawnee). This calculation does not reflect the families of people affected by           

incarceration. 

 

I personally have sponsored an Angel from Angel Tree the past five years. Last year our 

family sponsored a little boy. As we went to Target to find the perfect gifts as a family, I could see 

the wheels turning in my daughter and son's minds to find not only the perfect gifts, but the  

warmest coat, hat and gloves too. We always set a budget for our Angel, but Samantha who (13 at 

the time), thought the coat should not count toward that budget. As Samantha explained to us that 

day while we were shopping, “no one deserves to be cold.” This statement rings true today, as I 

am consulting staff and getting our programs ready for winter it is clear that warm things still cost 

money. Help us to not only keep our programs warm literally, but help us to show our participants 

the warmth of Christ as well. 

 

As you read through the newsletter, I have asked our staff to share their favorite holiday 

stories with you about our ministry. We are nearing the end of the year, but also want to offer  

holiday cheer to those we serve. Please help us keep the warmth of Christ in our holidays this year 

through acts of service or donations. 

 

   Blessings, 

   Kristen Harlin  

 

Calendar for 2016 

 

CJAMM Board Meeting 

Nov 16—10 am—1pm 

UM Ministry Center, OKC 

 

CJAMM Staff  

Christmas Celebration 

Dec 5, 6 pm—8 pm 

First UMC, OKC 

 

Looking ahead to 2017 

 

CJAMM Board Meeting 

January 18, 10 am—1pm 

UM Ministry Center, OKC 

 

Volunteer Appreciation 

Lunch 

February 11, 11 am—1 pm 

First UMC, OKC 

 

Tulsa Area Benefit Dinner 

March 21, 6pm 

Boston Avenue UMC, Tulsa 

 

Collegiate Lock In 

April 29, TBA 

Wesley UMC, OKC 


